
Foundations   Class   Part   3:   Staring   at   the   Sun 
 

Review 

Part   1:   The   Drama   of   Scripture   &   The   Gospel 

● The    Creation    of   all   things   by   God. 

● The    Fall    into   the   corruption   and   guilt   of   sin   by   human   rebellion. 

● The    Redemption    of   Jesus’   death   and   resurrection. 

● The    Restoration    of   all   things   by   God   through   Jesus.  

Part   2:   Echoes   of   a   Voice 

● The   longing   for    Justice . 

● The   thirst   for    Spirituality . 

● The   hunger   for    Relationships . 

● The   desire   for    Beauty .  

Staring   at   the   Sun 

In   Part   3   we   descend   from   the   grand   meta-narrative   of   the   world   and   the   over-arching 

themes   of   human   existence   to   the   particular   story   of   the   God   of   the   Bible   and   His   historic 

people   -   the   nation   of   Israel.   We   hope   to   answer   a   few   questions:   

● Who   is   God? 

● What   is   the   role   of   the   nation   of   Israel   in   God’s   story?  

● Who   is   Jesus? 

● What   is   the   role   of   Jesus   in   God’s   story? 

● Who   is   the   Holy   Spirit? 

● What   is   the   role   of   the   Spirit   in   God’s   story? 

 

 

 

 

1 



Who   is   God? 

Heaven   &   Earth:   Overlapping   &   Interlocking 

What   you   believe   about   God   is   closely   related   to   what   you   believe   about   the   relationship 

between   spiritual   things   and   the   physical   world.  

 

* Option   3 :   The   view   that   heaven   and   earth,   the   spiritual   world   and   the   physical   world 

overlap   and   interlock   with   each   other,   is   the   Christian/Biblical   understanding   of   our 

world.   This   is   essential   to   understanding   who   God   is   and   what   He   is   like.   He   is   active   in 

our   world,   but   He   is   not   the   same   thing   as   the   world.   He   is   separate   from   the   world,   but 

He   is   very   near   -   not   distant   and   removed.   The   Bible   tells   the   story   of   a   God   who   made 

the   physical   world   and   who   has   remained   actively   involved   in   sustaining,   interacting 

with   and   renewing   the   world   since   its   conception.  
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The   God   Who   Reveals   Himself 

Because   God   is   active   and   engaged   with   our   physical   world,   He   has   revealed   Himself. 

And   we   believe   that   He   reveals   Himself   out   of   love.   God   is   under   no   compulsion   to   reveal 

Himself   and   could   certainly   hide   Himself   if   He   wished.   But,   because   He   loves   us,   He   has 

uncovered   Himself   in   two   primary   ways:   by   what   He   has    said    and   by   what   He   has    done . 

Christians   believe   that   the   Bible   is   our   human   recording   of   what   God   has   said   -   that’s   why 

we   call   the   Bible   God’s   word.   We   believe   that   God   inspired   normal   everyday   human 

beings   to   write   histories   and   letter   and   poetry   and   prophecies   and   biographies.   Then   the 

people   of   God   -   the   ancient   Israelites   and   the   early   Christians   gathered   the   various   works 

together   into   a   single   book.   The   main   character(s)   of   this   collection   of   writings   is   not   us 

but   God   Himself.   This   is   the   story   of   God   and   His   relationship   with   the   world   and 

humanity   from   beginning   to   end.  

By   looking   around   the   world   you   can   tell   certain   things   about   God   by   what   He   has   done. 

You   can   understand   that   he   likes   colors   and   diversity   and   complex   ecosystems.   You   can 

tell   that   he   has   crafted   a   world   that   is   designed   for   harmony.   Of   course   you   can   also   tell 

that   things   have   gone   horribly   wrong   and   that   intended   harmony   is   out   of   whack.  

In   Part   2   we   talked   about   how,   by   understanding   ourselves,   we   can   tell   that   God   made 

people   for   justice,   for   spiritual,   for   relationships   and   for   beauty.  

All   of   these   things   tell   us   so   much   about   who   God   is   and   what   He   is   like.   But   they   inform 

us   indirectly   don’t   they?   In   God’s   word   -   God   reveals   Himself   more   directly   to   us.   As   we’ll 

see   later,   He   reveals   Himself   most   directly   and   most   fully   in   the   person   of   Jesus.  

Israel 

The   Call   of   Abraham 

If   you   can   make   it   through   the   first   11   chapters   of   the   book   of   Genesis,   you’ll   find   a   world 

that   has   rapidly   descended   into   chaos.   In   the   midst   of   the   confusion,   God   reveals   Himself 

in   a   surprising   way   and   makes   an   initiating   move.   He   call   a   man   named   Abram   (whose 

name   will   later   be   lengthened   to   Abraham)   and   he   makes   him   this   promise   -   in   Genesis 

12. 

I   will   make   of   you   a   great   nation,   and   I   will   bless   you,   and   make   your   name   great,   so   that 

you   will   be   a   blessing.   I   will   bless   those   who   bless   you,   and   the   one   who   curses   you   I   will 

curse;   and   in   you   all   the   families   of   the   earth   shall   be   blessed. 
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God   is   making   a   promise   that,   through   Abraham’s   descendants,   He   will   bring   about   the 

restoration   of   the   world   -   the   undoing   of   corruption   and   guilt   of   sin.   There’s   a   number   of 

things   we   learn   about   God   and   how   He   relates   to   His   people   through   this.  

1. God   wants   to   involve   people   in   His   work   in   the   world.   This   is   part   of   how   He 

relates   to   us   as   a   good    Father .  

2. God   is   willing   to   move   very   slowly   and   patiently   in   His   work   with   us.   This   is   best 

understood   as   posture   of   love   and   kindness   towards   us.   He   does   not   desire   to 

leave   us   in   the   dust.  

Now   this   promise   from   God   to   Abraham   was   a   rock-solid   one.   It   was   a   guarantee. 

However,   because   God   is   working   with   broken   people,   they   rarely   are   faithful   in   their 

part   of   the   work.   And   so,   “ right   from   the   beginning   we   run   into   the   problem   which   will 

haunt   the   narrative   of   the   Bible   throughout.   What   happens   when   the   lifeboat   which   sets   off 

to   rescue   the   wrecked   ship   is   itself   trapped   between   the   rocks   and   the   waves   -   itself   in   need 

of   rescue?   What   happens   when   the   people   through   whom   God   wants   to   mount   his   rescue 

operation   themselves   need   rescuing?   What   happens   when   Israel   becomes   part   of   the 

problem,   not   just   the   bearer   of   the   solution? ”  1

Exile   &   Homecoming 

This   ongoing   dynamic   between   God,   His   chosen   people   and   the   world   explains   why   the 

rest   of   the   Old   Testament   story   goes   the   way   it   does.   The   descendants   of   Abraham   -   the 

Israelite   nation   -   are   continually   disobeying   God,   falling   into   corruption,   receiving 

punishment,   and   coming   back   in   repentance   -   only   to   start   the   whole   cycle   all   over   again. 

It   is   the   story   of   going   away   and   coming   back   home   again:   of   slavery   and   exodus,   of   exile 

and   restoration.   It   is   the   story   which   Jesus   of   Nazareth   consciously   told   in   his   words,   in   his 

actions   and   supremely   in   his   death   and   resurrection.    2

Hope   for   Israel   (and   the   World’s)   Deep   Longings 

As   the   story   plays   out   over   thousands   of   years   -   four   themes   emerge: 

● The   King :   The   Israelites   did   not   want   to   have   God   as   their   king,   they   wanted   their 

own,   human   king.   God   graciously   allows   this,   and   -   in   King   David   -   grants   them   a 

good   and   wise   King   (although   David   is   still   a   deeply   sinful   man.)   Over   the 

centuries,   the   kings   of   Israel   come   and   go,   but   all   the   while   there   is   a   deep   longing 

that   goes   unmet.   There   is   hope   that   someday   a   King   will   come   who   will   finally 

1   NT   Wright.    Simply   Christian .   75.  
2   Ibid.   75.  
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bring   true   justice   -   finally   putting   everything   in   the   world   right   again.   In   Israel’s 

longing   for   a   good   King,   we   see   our   collective   longing   for   ultimate   justice.  

● The   Temple:    The   temple   was   the   physical   place   where   the   Israelites   believed   that 

heaven   and   earth   overlapped   and   interlocked.   It   was   the   place   one   could   go   to 

meet   with   God.   But   the   original   temple   was   destroyed   by   invaders   and   the   second 

temple   built   in   its   place   just   wasn’t   the   same.   Eventually   the   second   temple   was 

destroyed   as   well.   The   Israelites   carried   with   them   a   continuous   hope   that 

someday   a   King   would   come   who   not   only   enacted   justice,   but   re-built   the   temple   - 

re-establishing   the   spiritual   connection   between   God   and   His   people.   In   Israel’s 

hope   for   the   rebuilding   of   the   Temple,   we   see   our   collection   thirst   for   spirituality.  

● The   Torah   (Law) :   The   purpose   of   God’s   law,   which   He   gave   to   His   people   after 

setting   them   free   from   slavery   in   Egypt,   was   never   to   earn   His   favor   -   but   rather   to 

express   gratitude   and   loyalty   to   God   and   to   His   family.    The   Torah   was   all   about 

living   at   the   people   -   the   family   of   God.   It   was   the   answer   to   that   cry   for   true 

relationship,   with   God   and   with   one   another,   which   echoes   around   every   human 

heart.     In   Israel’s   desire   to   keep   God’s   law,   we   see   our   collective   hunger   for   good 3

relationships.  

● The   New   Creation:    God’s   people   were   continually   going   into   and   returning   from 

exile.   What   began   in   the   Garden   of   Eden   -   with   Adam   and   Eve   going   into   exile 

from   God’s   perfect   garden   -   was   re-enacted   over   and   over   again      -   from   the 

Israelite   slavery   in   Egypt   to   their   years   of   captivity   in   Babylon.   All   the   while,   a 

stubborn   hope   persisted,   that   someday   -   God   would   restore   His   people   to   the   land. 

In   the   Israelite   hope   for   a   new,   perfectly   beautiful   creation   we   see   our   collective 

longing   for   beauty   to   be   restored.  

Summary 

But   new   creation   will   come   about   only   through   one   final   and   shocking   exile   and 

restoration.   The   themes   of   king   and   temple,   torah   and   new   creation,   of   justice,   spirituality, 

relationship   and   beauty,   come   rushing   together   in   the   dark   theme   which   lies   at   the   heart   of 

God   prophecies.   The   king   will   turn   into   a   servant,   God’s   servant,   and   the   servant   must   act 

out   the   fate   of   Israel,   he   must   be   Israel   on   behalf   of   Israel   that   can   no   longer   be   obedient   to 

its   calling.   4

 

 

3   Ibid.   82.  
4   Ibid.   86.  
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Jesus   and   the   Coming   of   God’s   Kingdom 

Jesus:   The   One   in   Whom   Heaven   &   Earth   Overlap   &   Interlock 

God   himself,   takes   on   human   flesh   (which   Christians   call   the   Incarnation)   and   becomes 

the   Messiah   -   the   long-awaited,   long-hoped-for   servant   in   whom   heaven   and   earth 

overlap   and   interlock.   The   messiah   was   to   be   the    King    who   would,   at   last,   bring   justice   to 

the   world   (which   is   why   many   of   the   Jews   were   waiting   for   Jesus   to   overthrow   the 

Roman   empire).   He   would,   in   himself,   be   the    temple    -   the   place   where   the   spiritual   and 

the   physical,   where   God   and   man   may   meet.   He   would   perfectly   keep   God’s    law    -   and   so 

have   perfect   harmony   in   his   relationship   with   God.   He   would   finally   restore   God’s   people 

to   God’s   beautiful   land   -   and   so   bring   about   the   New   Creation.   In   Jesus,   heaven   and   earth 

meet   in   a   single   person.   This   is   why   Christians   speak   of   Jesus   as   both   man   and   God   - 

having   both   humanity   and   divinity.   Earth   and   humanity   had   become   so   lost,   so   broken, 

so   corrupt,   that   God   himself   intervened   and   came   as   a   person   -   to   take   up   the   great 

vocation   that   was   given   to   Adam   and   Eve   -   to   steward   the   world,   to   Abraham   -   to   be   a 

blessing   to   all,   to   King   David   -   to   rule   with   justice,   to   the   prophets   -   to   speak   what   is   true, 

to   the   priests   of   Israel   -   to   mediate   between   God   and   His   people.   Jesus   takes   up   all   of 

those   roles   and   more.   God   becomes   a   human   and   steps   forward   to   obey   where   humanity 

has   failed.   To   stand   as   a   substitute   for   all   the   fallen   and   failed   men   and   women   who   have 

gone   before   and   will   come   after.   And   what   you   must   sense   and   see   in   this   stepping 

forward   -   is   the   incredible   and   overflowing   love   that   God   has   for   people.   He   did   not   have 

to   do   this.   He   was   not   obligated   to   do   it.   He   volunteers   himself   out   of   love. 

Jesus   &   The   Kingdom   of   God 

Jesus   said   and   did   many   things   during   his   brief   time   walking   on   earth   -   but   all   pointed 

towards   one,   primary   message   -   “The   Kingdom   of   God   is   here.”   Jesus   came   and 

announced   the   arrival   of   the   Kingdom   and   then   inaugurated   it   with   his   death   and 

resurrection.   So   many   people   both   then   and   today   are   confused   about   what   Jesus’   life 

and   work   was   all   about.   Most   people   believed   and   hundreds   of   thousands   here   in 

Richmond   continue   to   believe   that   Jesus   spent   his   life   working   to   bring   about   social 

reform   -   that   his   main   goal   was   to   bring   a   new   moral   teaching   to   the   world   -   a   way   of 

interacting   with   each   other   that   would   transform   society.   And   to   be   sure   -   Jesus’   teaching 

has   indeed   transformed   society.   But   that   is   a   mere   ripple   effect   of   the   much   larger   stone 

that   was   plunged   into   the   lake.  

Jesus   came   to   begin   unravelling   the   effects   of   sin   on   His   world.   He   came   to   institute   a 

new   reality   -   a   new   kingdom   -   a   total,   holistic   change-over   from   the   old   reality.   No   longer 

6 



need   humans   be   estranged   from   God,   themselves,   each   other   and   the   world.   The   new 

kingdom   was   and   is   marked   by   redemption.  

Jesus:   Rescue   &   Renewal 

Temple 

Matthew   21   records   the   scene   where   Jesus   entered   the   temple   (the   place   where   God   and 

man   are   supposed   to   meet)   and   he   judges   it.   He   overturns   tables   and   drives   everyone   out 

with   a   whip.   What   did   this   mean?   Jesus   was   saying,   with   his   actions   and   later   with   his 

words,   that   He   was   now   the   way   by   which   heaven   and   earth   will   meet.   He   is   now   the 

new   temple.   The   old   reality   was   gone,   the   new   reality   of   God’s   kingdom   had   arrived.  

Supper 

After   Jesus   judged   the   temple,   he   and   his   disciples   gathered   together   to   celebrate   the 

Jewish   Passover   meal   -   a   commemoration   of   the   exodus   story   -   the   greatest   picture   of 

God   freeing   His   people.   As   with   the   temple,   Jesus   now   claims   that   he   is   the   passover   meal 

-   the   sign   that   God   sets   His   people   free.  

Cross 

For   the   threat   that   he   posed   to   the   authorities   of   his   day,   Jesus   was   arrested   and   executed 

by   Roman   crucifixion.    At   the   cross,   the   sorrow   of   heaven   joined   with   the   anguish   of   earth: 

the   forgiving   love   stored   up   in   God’s   future   was   poured   out   into   the   present;   the   voices   that 

echo   in   a   million   human   hearts,   crying   for   justice,   longing   for   spirituality,   eager   for 

relationship,   yearning   for   beauty,   drew   themselves   together   in   a   final   scream   of   desolation. 

The   death   of   Jesus   of   Nazareth   as   the   King   of   the   Jews,   the   bearer   of   Israel’s   destiny,   the 

fulfillment   of   God’s   promises   to   his   people   of   old,   is   either   the   most   stupid,   senseless   waste 

and   misunderstanding   the   world   has   ever   seen,   or   it   is   the   fulcrum   around   which   world 

history   turns.  

Christianity   is   based   on   the   belief   that   it   was   and   is   the   latter.   5

Resurrection 

God’s   kingdom   was   and   is   something   that   has   to   happen   in   real   life,   not   in   some 

fantasyland.   Jesus   had   to   actually   die   (not   fall   asleep   or   go   unconscious),   and   he   had   to 

actually   rise   from   the   dead   (not   wake   up   from   sleeping).   The   resurrection   is   essential   and 

is   the   only   explanation   for   the   launch   of   the   church   and   the   rise   of   Christianity.   After 

5   Ibid.   111. 

7 



Jesus   died   on   the   cross   and   was   buried,   his   disciples   gave   up.   They   went   back   to   fishing   - 

they   were   devastated   and   finished.   It   was   only   after   his   resurrection   that   the   followers   of 

Jesus   were   filled   with   a   renewed   sense   of   purpose.   They   recognized   that   if   Jesus   had 

risen   from   the   dead,   then   God’s   new   reality   -   new   kingdom   -   really   had   arrived.   And   this 

meant   that   they   had   a   job   to   do…   to   spread   the   good   news   of   what   God   had   done   through 

Jesus   for   the   whole   world.   

God’s   Breath   of   Life 

The   Holy   Spirit   Interwoven   Throughout   All   of   History 

Most   Christians   talk   about   the   Holy   Spirit   like   it   is   some   second-tier   form   of   God   and   only 

shows   up   in   the   New   Testament   when   it’s   time   for   the   church   to   get   going.  

Not   so.  

The   Holy   Spirit   is   present   from   beginning   to   end   in   God’s   story.   In   Genesis   1,   the   Spirit   of 

God   was   present   before   creation   even   began.   It   was   God’s   Spirit   that   led   the   Israelites   out 

of   Egypt   and   through   the   wilderness.   It   was   God’s   Spirit   that   filled   God’s   kings,   judges, 

priests,   and   prophets   and   equipped   them   to   lead   His   people.   It   was   God’s   spirit   that 

descended   on   Jesus   like   a   dove   when   he   was   baptized.   It   was   God’s   spirit   that   filled   Jesus 

and   enabled   Him   to   announce   the   Kingdom   of   God.   And   -   yes   -   it   was   God’s   Spirit   that 

filled   the   followers   of   Jesus   at   Pentecost   and   empowered   the   church   to   reach   many,   many 

people   with   the   good   news   of   what   God   has   done   through   Jesus.   

Arrabon 

Early   Christians   called   the   Holy   Spirit    arrabon    -   a   sign   in   the   present   of   what   is   to   come   in 

the   future.   Christians   today   do   the   same.   The   Holy   Spirit   is   the   personal   form   by   which 

God   is   present   with   us   today   -   and   it   points   to   the   promise   of   the   Kingdom   of   God   -   where 

we   will   dwell   with   God   in   even   greater   intimacy   than   we   experience   today.  

The   Spirit   Between   Heaven   &   Earth 

Option   1:   The   Fruit   of   Pantheism   or   Panentheism 

Since   everything   is   already   god,   the   presence   of   the   Holy   Spirit   in   my   life   is   not 

really   change   -   perhaps   just   an   increased   awareness   of   what   was   already   true   - 

that   I   am   divine.   Yay   me! 

Option   2:   The   Fruit   of   Deism  

8 



Since   earth   and   heaven   (the   natural   and   supernatural)   are   so   far   removed   from 

one   another,   the   presence   of   the   Holy   Spirit   in   my   life   brings   all   kinds   of 

super-duper-awesome   supernatural   powers.   I   will   now   look   for   evidence   of   the 

Holy   Spirit   in   spectacular   supernatural   events,   and   not   in   the   quiet   growth   of 

moral   wisdom   or   the   steady,   undramatic   life   of   selfless   service.   I   am   now   the 

Christian   equivalent   of   a   Superhero.   Again   -   yay   me! 

* Note:   we   are   not   saying   that   the   Holy   Spirit   does   not   cause   incredible   things   like 

speaking   in   tongues   or   healing   to   occur.   He   can   and   he   does!   What   we   are   saying   is 

that   a   deistic   framework   sets   one   up   to   interact   with   the   Holy   Spirit   in   an 

unbalanced   and   immature   manner.  

Option   3:   The   Fruit   of   Heaven   and   Earth   Overlapping   &   Interlocking 

Since   the   Holy   Spirit   is   the   one   who   has   brought   God’s   future   into   our   present,   He 

is   also   the   one   who   joins   heaven   and   earth   together    within   us    through   Jesus.   Those 

in   whom   the   Spirit   comes   to   live   are   God’s   new   temple.   You   and   I   are,   individually 

and   corporately,   places   where   heaven   and   earth   meet.   The   implications   for   this 

are   terrifying.    Help   me   God . 

Living   by   the   Spirit 

How   to   be   Truly   Spiritual 

Through   His   Spirit,   God   offers   us   the   answer   to   all   four   of   our   deepest   yearnings.  

1. The   work   of   the   Spirit   in   our   lives   is   meant   to   begin   what   God   will   one   day 

complete   -   the   bringing   about   of   total   and   complete   justice   for   the   whole   world. 

Through   the   power   of   the   Holy   Spirit,   our   lives   may   now   conform   to   His   justice.  

2. God   has   promised   the   presence   of   His   Holy   Spirit   to   all   who   truly   put   their   faith   in 

Jesus.   In   the   life   of   the   Christian,   the   Spirit   begins   to   quench   the   deep   thirst   for 

spirituality   that   all   people   long   to   experience. 

3. The   Spirit   enables   Christians   to   experience   healing   in   their   relationships   -   not   only 

with   God   (which   comes   first),   but   also   within   themselves,   with   each   other   and 

with   the   world.   Christians   experience   this   in   part   and   will   one   day   experience   it 

fully.  

4. God   has   promised   that,   through   His   Spirit,   he   will   remake   the   creation   so   that   it 

becomes   what   it   is   straining   and   yearning   to   be.   All   the   beauty   of   this   present 
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world   will   be   enhanced,   ennobled,   set   free   from   the   corruption   of   sin.   6

Christian   Spirituality:   Awe   &   Majesty 

It   is   normative   for   Christians   to   experience,   at   times,   a    sense   of   the   intimate 

presence   of   Jesus .    This   certainly   is   not   guaranteed   100%   of   the   time   and   should   never   be 7

demanded.   Rather,   when   Christians   experience   a   sense   the   awe   and   majesty   of   God   they 

should   simply   be   grateful.  

Christian   Spirituality:   Suffering 

It   is   also   normative   for   Christians   to   suffer.   At   times   the   suffering   will   come   at   the 

hands   of   those   who   oppose   the   Kingship   of   Jesus   (actual   persecution   for   faith).   At   other 

times   the   suffering   will   come   from   the   ongoing   corruption   and   sinful   brokenness   of   the 

world   (illness,   poverty,   tragedy,   accidents).   God   does   not   promise   freedom   from 

suffering,   quite   the   opposite   in   fact.   However,   He   does   promise   the   presence   of   His   Holy 

Spirit   in   our   suffering.  

*Note:   It   will   often   be   true   that,   in   the   midst   of   suffering,   a   Christian   will   experience   a 

special   closeness   with   Jesus   -   the   one   who   suffered   on   their   behalf.  

Summary 

Today   we   have   spoken   of   who   God   is   by   talking   about   what   God   has   said   and   what   God 

has   done.   We’ve   looked   at   how   God   revealed   himself   to   Israel   and   to   us.   How   He   moved 

towards   us   in   Jesus   in   order   to   inaugurate   His   New   Kingdom.   We’ve   spoken   of   how 

Christians   are   now   little   places   on   the   map   where   heaven   and   earth   meet   and   how 

because   of   this   we   now   live   life   with   the   Holy   spirit.   How   -   through   His   Holy   Spirit   -   God 

begins   to   satisfy   our   deepest   longings   for   justice,   spirituality,   relationship   and   beauty. 

Trinity 

   We   conclude   with,   perhaps,   one   of   the   most   mysterious   and   yet   important   things   to 

know   about   the   Bible   and   the   Christian   faith.   That   is   -   that   God   is   best   understood   as 

existing   as   a   Trinity:   Father,   Son   &   Holy   Spirit.   This   may   initially   come   across   as   a 

random   bit   of   dogma,   but   think   about   it   this   way: 

● We   are   relational   beings   because   we   were   made   by   a   relational   God   -   Father,   Son 

and   Holy   Spirit   in   eternal   relationship   with   each   other.  

6   Ibid.   136.  
7   Ibid.   137.  
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● We   are   made   for   love   because   God   is   love.   How?   Father,   Son   and   Holy   Spirit   in 

eternal,   reciprocating   love.  

● We   are   made   for   beauty   because   God   is   beautiful.   Why?   God   is   beautiful   in   his 

creative   harmony   and   loving   fellowship   between   Father,   Son   &   Holy   Spirit.  

● We   are   made   for   service   because   God   Himself   serves.   How?   Son   and   Holy   Spirit 

submit   to   the   Father   out   of   love.  

● We   are   made   for   work   because   God   Himself   works.   How?   Father,   Son   and   Holy 

Spirit   work   to   create,   sustain,   incarnate,   redeem,   empower   and   fulfill.  

And   much,   much   more… 

Next   week   we   will   transition   to   a   new   conversation.   We   are   coming   down   even   further, 

onto   the   ground.   And   we’ll   ask   the   question   -   as   redeemed   people,   how   will   we   reflect   the 

image   of   the   Trinitarian   God?  

Notes: 
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Assigned   Reading :   Read   Part   3   |   Reflecting   the   Image   in    Simply   Christian.  

 

For   Further   Reading 

The   Drama   of   Scripture    |   Bartholomew   &   Goheen 

The   Mission   of   God    |   Christopher   JH   Wright 

Concise   Theology    |   JI   Packer 

Christian   Theology    |   Alister   E.   McGrath 
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