
Foundations   Class   Part   4:   Reflecting   the   Image 
 

Review 

Part   1:   The   Drama   of   Scripture   &   The   Gospel 

● The    Creation    of   all   things   by   God. 
● The    Fall    into   the   corruption   and   guilt   of   sin   by   human   rebellion. 
● The    Redemption    of   Jesus’   death   and   resurrection. 
● The    Restoration    of   all   things   by   God   through   Jesus.  

Part   2:   Echoes   of   a   Voice 

● The   longing   for    Justice . 
● The   thirst   for    Spirituality . 
● The   hunger   for    Relationships . 
● The   desire   for    Beauty .  

Part   3:   Staring   at   the   Sun 

● How   has   God   revealed   Himself? 
● What   is   the   role   of   the   nation   of   Israel   in   God’s   story? 
● Who   is   Jesus   and   what   is   His   role   in   the   story? 
● Who   is   the   Holy   Spirit   and   what   is   His   role   in   the   story? 
● What   does   it   mean   that   God   has   revealed   Himself   as   a   Trinity? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In   Part   4,   we   descend   from   the   great   heights   of   a   theological   conversation   about   the 
person   of   God   and   into   the   details   of   our   everyday   lives.   We   will   ask   the   question,   “what 
does   it   mean   to   reflect   God’s   image   by   individually   and   corporately?”   We   will   answer   this 
in   five   ways:   by   worshipping,   by   praying,   by   reading   the   Bible,   by   belonging   to   and 
participating   with   the   Church,   and   by   working   for   renewal.   As   we   move   through   these 
five   ways   of   reflecting   the   image   of   God,   our   hope   is   that   a   vision   for   a   counter-cultural 
life   of   faith   will   take   shape   -   a   life   that   is   defined   and   ordered   by   God’s   story,   our   deep 
longings   and   His   character   and   not   by   the   temptations   and   pressures   of   our 
contemporary   society.  

 

Part   4:   Reflecting   the   Image 

● By   Worshipping 
● By   Praying 
● By   Reading   the   Bible 
● By   Belonging   to   and   Participating   with   the   Church 
● By   Working   for   Renewal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



By   Worshipping  1

What   is   Worship?  

The   Hebrew   word   for   worship    shahah    means   "to   fall   down   before   God   with   one's   whole 
self”:   body,   mind,   spirit.   The   English   language   word   for   "worship"   comes   from   two   words 
in   Anglo-Saxon   “worth-ship.”   Worth   (that   which   has   value   and/or   significance)   Ship   (a 
status   or   state   of   being);      Thus   worth-ship   is   the   act   of   giving   value   to   whom   it 
customarily   belongs—to   God.  

Why   Do   We   Worship? 

   Above   all,   we   worship   God   because   God   is   worthy   of   our   worship.   We   worship   because 
that   is   the   purpose   for   which   God   created   us--that   we   might   give   our   response   to   God’s 
glory   and   goodness.   Worship   also   includes   gratitude   for   our   “creation,   preservation,   and 
all   of   the   blessings   of   this   life;   but   above   all   for   (God’s)   immeasurable   love   in   the 
redemption   of   the   world   by   Our   Lord   Jesus   Christ.”   Worship   is   the   primary   way   in   which 
we   live   out   our   share   in   the   Christian   story;   it   enables   us   to   come   to   know   God,   to   know 
ourselves,   and   to   know   our   place   in   God’s   world.   Worship   brings   us   into   and   unites   us 
with   the   Christian   Community.  

What   is   Christian   Worship?  

Worship   finds   its   origins   in   the   life   of   the   Holy   Trinity.   In   creation,   God   has   freely   shared 
the   eternal   love   between   the   Father,   and   the   Son,   and   the   Holy   Spirit   with   those   whom 
He   has   created.   In   redemption,   each   of   the   three   persons   fulfills   a   distinct   role   in 
bringing   humanity   back   into   that   fellowship   with   the   Holy   Trinity   that   had   been   lost 
through   sin.  

Redemption   begins   with   God’s   creation   of   a   people.   God   makes   a   covenant   first   with 
Abraham   and   his   descendants;   then   with   the   people   of   Israel.   Abraham   offers   sacrifice. 
At   Sinai,   God   gives   his   law,   and   provides   Israel   with   a   pattern   for   worship   in   the 
tabernacle—the   place   where   God’s   glory   dwells.   This   pattern   of   redemption   evident   in 
God's   covenant   with   Israel   is   consummated   and   fulfilled   in   the   new   covenant   made   in 
Jesus   Christ   for   his   Body,   the   Church.   The   continuing   worship   of   God   by   the   Christian 
community   on   earth   is   an   anticipation   of   the   continual   worship   of   God   in   Heaven. 

What   do   Christians   Worship   with   liturgy   and   rituals? 

1   Much   of   this   section   is   taken   from   the   ACNA’s    Guiding   Principle   of   Christian   Worship. 



Liturgy   comes   from   the   Greek    liturgia ,   which   means   an   act   of   public   service   done   for   the 
benefit   of   the   community   (i.e.   building   a   road   or   bridge)   Christians   extended   the 
definition   to   become   “the   work   of   the   people    laos    of   God,”   or   their   public   obligation   to 
give   God   thanks    eucharistia    and   praise    doxa .  

Rituals   are   the   words   and   actions   which   constitute   worship   [think   -   prayers,   songs, 
sermons,   communion,   offerings,   etc.]   Authentic   Christian   rituals   are   performed   in   order 
to   commune   with   God,   and   to   submit   to   God’s   will;   in   contrast   to   pagan   and/or   magical 
rites   which   are   performed   in   order   to   demand   that   the   gods   bend   to   our   will.   Christian 
rituals   in   worship   have   the   exact    opposite    purpose   as   rituals   in   pagan   or   mystic   cults.   

The   definition   of   worship   is   far   broader   than   what   we   do   in   public   ritual,   it   is    the 
offering   of   our   entire   life   to   God. 

You   Become   Like   What   You   Worship 

When   you   gaze   in   awe,   admiration,   and   wonder   at   something   or   someone,   you   being   to 
take   on   some   of   the   character   of   the   object   of   your   worship,   Those   who   worship   money 
become   human   calculating   machines.   Those   who   worship   sex   become   obsessed   with 
their   own   attractiveness   or   prowess.   Those   who   worship   power   become   more   and   more 
ruthless. 

So   what   happens   when   you   worship   God?   2

Worship   Makes   You   More   Truly   Human 

Because   humans   are   made   in   God’s   image,   worshipping   God   makes   a   person   more   truly 
human   -   more   “the-way-you-were-meant-to-be.”   When   you   gaze   in   love   and   gratitude   at 
the   God   in   whose   image   you   were   made,   you   do   indeed   grow.   You   discover   more   of   what 
it   means   to   be   fully   alive. 

On   the   flip-side,   when   you   give   that   same   total   worship   to   anything   or   anyone   else,   you 
shrink   as   a   human   being.   3

Worshipping   Alone,   in   Small   Groups   &   with   the   Church 

Because   we   are   made   for   worship   and   because   worship   is   meant   to   be   a   surrendering   of 
our   entire   lives   before   God,   we   ought   to   worship   all   throughout   the   day,   every   day,   no 
matter   the   context.   Our   entire   lives   become   one,   giant   act   of   worship   to   God.   We   ought   to 

2   N.T.   Wright.    Simply   Christian .   148.  
3   Ibid.   148.  



worship   God   when   we   are   alone,   when   we   are   together   in   small   groups   of   Christians,   and 
when   we   are   gathered   together   on   Sundays   as   a   church.   Worship   is   individual, 
communal   and   corporate.  

By   Praying 

Why   Pray?  

Christian   live   in   the   overlapping   and   interlocking   space   between   heaven   and   earth,   the 
spiritual   and   the   physical.   This   means   that   we   have   the   incredible   privilege   and 
responsibility   to   speak   spiritual   words   into   our   physical   context   and   to   speak   our   earthly 
troubles   into   heaven’s   ear.   In   prayer,   we   consciously   locate   ourselves   between   heaven 
and   earth   and   speak   accordingly.  

We   pray   because   we   are   commanded   to   pray   by   God,   because   we   are   made   for   prayer, 
because   prayer   reminds   us   of   our   dependence   on   God,   because   prayer   strengthens   our 
love   and   relationship   with   God,   because   prayer   shapes   us   into   wiser,   kinder,   more 
grateful   people,   and   because   God   has   promised   to   listen   and   respond   to   our   prayers. 
Christians   are   not   people   who   merely   believe   that   “prayer   works,”   Christians   are   people 
who   pray.  

The   Lord’s   Prayer 

If   you   are   learning   to   pray,   the   Lord’s   prayer   is   a   good   place   to   start.   The   following   is   a 
traditional   rendering   of   the   prayer   given   to   the   church   by   Jesus   and   recorded   in   The 
Gospel   of   Matthew   ch.   6.  

Our   Father,   who   art   in   heaven,   hallowed   be   thy   Name,  

thy   kingdom   come,   thy   will   be   done,   on   earth   as   it   is   in   heaven.  

Give   us   this   day   our   daily   bread.   And   forgive   us   our   trespasses,  

as   we   forgive   those   who   trespass   against   us.  

And   lead   us   not   into   temptation,   but   deliver   us   from   evil.  

For   thine   is   the   kingdom,   and   the   power,   and   the   glory,  

for   ever   and   ever.   Amen. 

The   prayer   essentially   says:   I   want   to   be   a   part   of   God’s   Kingdom   movement.   I   find 
myself   drawn   into   his   heaven-on-earth   way   of   living.   I   want   to   be   part   of   his 



bread-for-the-world   agenda,   both   for   myself   and   for   others.   I   need   forgiveness   for   myself 
-   from   sin,   from   debt,   from   every   weight   around   my   neck   -   and   I   intend   to   live   with 
forgiveness   in   my   heart   in   my   own   dealings   with   others.   And   because   I   live   in   the   real 
world,   where   evil   is   still   powerful,   I   need   protecting   and   rescuing.   And,   in   and   through   it 
all,   I   acknowledge   and   celebrate   the   Father’s   kingdom,   power   and   glory.   4

Praying   the   Psalms 

Another   good   place   to   begin   to   learn   to   pray   is   the   book   of   Psalms.   The   Psalms   contain 
every   emotion   known   to   humanity.   There   are   songs   and   prayers   of   both   joy   and 
frustration,   celebration   and   depression,   fulfillment   and   longing,   intimacy   and   loneliness. 
If   you   are   unsure   of   where   to   start   in   your   prayers,   you   can   begin   praying   the   Psalms   and 
find   that   they   give   voice   to   the   condition   of   your   heart.  

Praying   with   Others’   Words 

   At   this   point,   it’s   worth   noting   that   we’ve   only   talked   about   praying   through   using 
somebody   else’s   words.   This   is   no   less   authentic   than   using   Shakespeare   to   express   your 
feelings   to   your   beloved   or   sending   a   playlist   of   popular   songs   to   a   friend   to   express   your 
gratitude   for   their   friendship.   We   are   not   born   knowing   how   to   pray   any   more   than   we 
are   born   knowing   how   to   speak   English.   It   is   something   we   must   learn   along   the   way   - 
and   just   like   a   child   learning   the   language   of   his   or   her   parents   -   we   learn   to   pray   from 
the   Word   of   our   Heavenly   Father.  

Praying   with   Your   Own   Words 

But   that   does   not   mean   that   you   cannot   learn   to   pray   with   your   own   words.   You   can   and 
you   should.   The   hope   is   that,   as   you   learn   to   use   your   own   words   to   pray   to   God,   you   do 
so   in   ways   that   are   consistent   with   the   teaching   of   scripture   and   the   prayers   of   scripture.  

Let’s   imagine   you   are   concerned   about   a   friend   of   yours   who   is   struggling   with   an   illness. 
Let’s   imagine   you   decide   to   pray   for   him/her.   Here   are   two   different   ways   of   praying   a 
very   authentic,   heartfelt   prayer;   but   the   first   is   healthy   and   resonates   with   God’s   story 
and   the   second   does   not.  

Example   1:   “Dear   God,   thank   you   for   all   the   good   things   you   have   made.   I   am   so   grateful 
for   the   presence   of   ________   in   my   life.   They   are   truly   a   gift   from   you.   Would   be   please   be 
with   ________   and   bless   him/her?   Would   you   please   watch   over_________   and   drawn 
him/her   closer   to   you?   I   pray   all   of   this   in   the   name   of   Jesus.   Amen.” 

4   Ibid.   160.  



Notice   the   movements   -   it   begins   by   addressing   God   with   a   heart   of   gratitude.   It   moves   to 
a   specific   thanksgiving   and   acknowledgment   that   God   is   the   giver   of   the   gift.   It   then 
moves   to   intercession   -   praying   for   a   particular   person.   All   before   closing   in   the   name   of 
Jesus.   It’s   not   terribly   eloquent.   It   doesn’t   rhyme   and   is   not   poetic.   But   is   resonates   with 
the   teachings   of   scripture   and   is   a   heartfelt   and   true   prayer   that   puts   the   pray-er   in   line 
with   God’s   desires.  

Contrast   this   to   the   following   prayer. 

Example   2:   God   -   I   just   want   to   talk   about   _____________.   I   really   like   him/her   but   I’m   really 
worried.   He/she   doesn’t   seem   to   be   doing   very   well   and   there   doesn’t   seem   to   be   any   end 
in   site   and   I   just   want   you   to   make   things   better.   You    have    to   make   things   better. 
Seriously   -   I   just   can’t   take   it   anymore.   You’ve   got   to   hurry   up.   Ok?   Amen.  

This   second   prayer   may   indeed   be   a   true   expression   of   what’s   going   on   inside   a   person’s 
heart,   but   notice   the   tone   and   impatient/demanding   language.   No   gratitude,   just   straight 
to   the   issue   at   hand.   An   anxious,   rather   than   trusting,   tone   permeates   the   prayer.   Then 
the   prayer   moves   to   insistence   that   God   answer   the   pray   according   to   the   wishes   of   the 
pray-er,   putting   the   pray-er   in   the   position   of   knowing   what   is   best   rather   than   trusting 
God   for   what   is   best.   The   prayer   ends   with   impatience   before   an   abrupt   conclusion.   

Prayer   Shapes   Us 

The   goal   of   prayer   is   not   only   to   get   a   desired   outcome   from   God,   but   to   grow   in   faith, 
maturity   and   virtue.   All   prayers,   when   prayed   from   the   heart,   have   the   power   to   shape 
us   mentally,   emotionally   and   spiritually.   The   hope   is   to   pray   good   and   true   prayers   that 
are   marked   by   humility,   gratitude,   and   dependence   on   God   and   not   by   impatience,   pride 
and   entitlement.   Note:   A   “good”   prayer   does   not   mean   it   is   artful,   poetic   or   elegant,   but 
rather   that   it   aligns   with   God’s   desires   for   us.  

By   Reading   the   Bible 

What   is   the   Purpose   of   the   Bible? 

The   Bible   is   the   authentic   transmission   of   God's   Word.   As   Jesus   Christ   is   God’s   Word 
made   flesh,   so   the   Bible   (the   Holy   Scriptures)   is   “God’s   Word   written"   –   the   authoritative 
witness   to   God’s   saving   words   and   deeds   in   the   history   of   Israel,   the   words   and 
redeeming   deeds   of   Jesus   Christ,   and   the   beginnings   of   the   apostolic   church,   mediated 
through   the   Spirit-inspired   writings   of   prophets   and   apostles. 



The   Bible   consists   of   two   parts:   the   record   of   the   revelation   of   God's   interaction   with   the 
world   and   humankind,   especially   with   the   people   of   Israel   (called   the   Old   Covenant),   and 
an   historical   record   of   God’s   presence   among   us   in   Jesus   the   Christ,   and   those   who 
followed   Jesus   (called   the   New   Covenant);   God’s   directives   for   humankind   are   to   be 
found   in   both   covenants. 

Jesus   as   teacher,   prophet,   healer   and   Messiah   (the   anointed   one   of   God)   reveals   both   the 
nature   of   God,   and   His   desire   for   intimate   union   and   communion   with   all   of   His   creation. 
Jesus'   teaching   reveals   to   us   how   God   wants   us   to   live   within   His   creation;   how   to   behave 
toward   God,   toward   our   neighbors   and   community,   as   well   as   how   to   act   as   individuals. 
Above   all,   Jesus   reveals   God   as   personal,   desiring   that   each   person   may   have   a 
one-on-one   relationship   with   Him,   and   through   Him,   with   one   another.  

In   recognizing   the   Scriptures   as   canon,   the   Church   acknowledged   its   final   and   normative 
authority,   distinguishing   within   it   the   words   of   prophets   and   apostles   as   eyewitnesses   of 
the   crucified   and   risen   Lord,   from   distinguishing   also   from   all   subsequent   words   of   the 
Church.   The   Church   submits   herself   to   the   authority   of   the   Scriptures   as   “containing   all 
things   necessary   for   salvation.” 

How   Should   I   Approach   the   Bible? 

Whether   reading   the   Bible   alone   or   in   a   group   setting,   the   Bible   should   be   approached 
with   humility,   reverence   and   gratitude.   Humility   -   before   an   authority   higher   than 
ourselves.   Reverence   -   before   the   word   of   a   pure   a   holy   God.   Gratitude   -   for   God’s   love   in 
revealing   Himself   to   us.   It   is   a   good   and   healthy   practice   to    always   pray    for   the   Holy 
Spirit’s   guidance   before   opening   His   Word.  

Where   Should   I   Begin? 

If   you   are   learning   to   read   the   Bible   on   your   own   for   the   first   time   you   will   probably   find 
it   quite   an   intimidating   task!   The   first   few   chapters   of   the   Genesis   go   by   quickly,   but 
within   a   hundred   pages,   the   story   slows   down   and   many   people   struggle   to   read   the 
whole   Bible   straight-through,   cover-to-cover.   Here   are   two   pithy,   seemingly-silly,   but   very 
important   statements   concerning   Bible-reading.  

1. A   little   goes   a   long   way :   One   does   not   have   to   read   vast   quantities   of   scripture   in 
order   to   benefit   from   God’s   word.   Even   a   single   word   or   verse   can   have 
meaningful   impact.   Start   with   a   few   verses   and   go   from   there.  

2. Something   is   always   better   than   nothing:    Often   people   feel   that   if   they   don’t 
have   a   full   hour   or   more   to   devote   to   Bible   reading,   they   should   put   it   off   until 



later.   Do   not   do   this!   Like   exercise,   something   is   always   better   than   nothing   and 
cumulative   effect   of   doing   nothing   for   a   long   period   of   time   leads   to   health 
problems.  

The   goal   of   Bible   reading   is   not   to    accomplish    something.   The   goal   is   communion   with 
God   through   His   word.   We   are   often   so   task   oriented   that   we   approach   reading   the   Bible 
like   it   is   a   challenge   to   be   conquered   rather   than   loving   Father   with   whom   we   can   meet.  

A   healthy   and   growing   Christian   learns   to    enjoy    reading   the   Bible   because,   in   it,   he   or   she 
meets   with   God,   is   taught   by   God,   is   convicted   by   God,   is   forgiven   by   God,   is   comforted   by 
God   and   is   commissioned   by   God.   This   can   happen   over   hours   of   time   spent   reading   the 
Bible   alone   in   the   early   hours   of   the   morning,   or   in   a   few   spare   minutes   during   a 
lunch-break.  

By   Belonging   to   &   Participating   with   the   Church 

What   is   the   Church? 

The   Bible   uses   all   sorts   of   metaphors   to   describe   the   church:   the   body   of   Christ,   the   bride 
of   Christ,   the   household   of   God,   etc.   and   each   metaphors   points   a   different   aspect   of   the 
reality   of   the   church.   A   good   summary   might   be   -   the   church   is   the   people   of   God   -   the 
group   of   people   throughout   history   who   are   redeemed   by   Jesus’   death   on   the   cross   and 
who   look   forward   to   being   raised   to   new   life   upon   His   return.  

The   church   is   vast   -   it   includes   all   Christian   denominations   who   proclaim   and   live   out   the 
message   that   Jesus   is   King.   The   church   is   also   limited   -   it   does   not   include   all   human 
beings.   The   church   is   not   a   building,   or   it’s   own   kingdom,   or   defined   by   a   particular 
ethnic   race.   There   a   handful   key,   tangible,   identifiers   of   the   church.  

1. The   church   gathers   under   the   preaching   of   the   Word   of   God   in   the   Bible. 
2. The   church   is   fed   by   the   bread   and   wine   of   communion   -   the   body   and   blood   of 

Jesus.  
3. The   church   is   marked   by   local   fellowship   -   believers   caring   for   one   another.  
4. The   church   regularly   gathers   to   worship   God.  
5. The   church   embodies   the   mission   of   God   and   thus   is   always   seeking   the   good   of 

those   outside   the   church.  

These   aren’t   the   only   five   things   that   identify   a   church   -   but   they   are   five   of   the   most 
essential   things   that   constitute   a   church   and   differentiate   it   from,   say,   a   Christian 
nonprofit   ministry   or   mission   agency.  



What   is   the   Purpose   of   the   Church? 

The   church   exists   to   receive,   embody   and   extend   the   redemption   of   Jesus   as   a   part   of   the 
mission   of   God.   Through   Jesus,   God   is   rolling   back   the   guilt   and   corruption   of   sin   and   will 
one   day   make   all   things   new   and   the   church   has   a   role   in   that   mission.   That   role   is 
three-fold.   First,   the   church   exists   to   receive   the   redemption   of   Jesus.   The   people   that 
make   up   a   church   are   not   gathered   around   a   social   cause   or   a   shared   love   for   a 
particular   style   of   worship   -   they   are   gathered   as   people   who   have   received   redemption.  

Second,   the   church   exists   to   embody   the   redemption   of   Jesus   -   to   live   lives   that   are 
changed/transformed   by   the   Gospel   and   so   serve   as   signposts   pointing   to   God’s   future 
Kingdom.  

Third,   the   church   exists   to   extend   the   redemption   of   Jesus   to   others   -   to   proclaim   to   those 
outside   the   church   the   good   news   that   redemption   can   be   found   in   and   through   Jesus.  

Why   is   it   Important   to   Belong   to   a   Local   Church? 

There   is   a   recent   trend   in   the   West   for   Christians   to   seek   to   live   out   their   faith   apart   from 
a   local   church   congregation.   Is   this   a   good   and   healthy   way   to   follow   the   teachings   of 
Jesus   and   partake   in   the   mission   of   God?  

In   a   word,    no    -   it   is   not.  

But   first,   some   qualifiers.   One   does   not   need   to   be   in   a   local   church   to   be   a   Christian.   A 
Christian   is   someone   who   is   redeemed   by   the   blood   of   Jesus   and   this   can   happen   outside 
of   a   local   church   context.   However,   the   question   then   is,   what   now?   If   one   truly   has   fully 
surrendered   one’s   life   to   God   and   is   seeking   to   live   a   life   of   obedience   and   faith   according 
to   God’s   word,   then   one    absolutely    must   join   a   local   church   congregation.   The   life   of 
Christian   faith   is   a   primarily   communal.   It   includes   private,   individual   aspects   -   but   it   is 
primarily   lived   out   in   the   context   of   a   larger   congregation   that   is   worshipping, 
celebrating,   fasting,   feasting,   serving,   praying,   suffering   and   caring   with   each   other.  

You   can   still   exist   as   a   Christian   outside   of   a   local   church,   but   you   cannot   live   faithfully 
and   obediently   as   a   Christian   outside   of   a   local   church.  

You   won’t   lose   the   redemption   of   Jesus   if   you   leave   the   local   church.   Rather,   what   you’ll 
lose   is   the   blessing   of   communal   fellowship   and   corporate   worship,   the   blessing   of 
gathering   under   God’s   word,   the   blessing   of   being   fed   by   the   body   and   blood   of   Jesus   in 
communion,   and   the   blessing   of   serving   alongside   your   brothers   and   sisters   in   the   family 



of   God.  

How   Should   a   Christian   Participate   in   a   Local   Church? 

First,   two   essential   truths   about   participating   in   a   local   church 

1. God   calls   every   single   person   into   a   form   of   ministry. 
2. God   calls   different   people   into   different   forms   of   ministry.  

Because   we   are   followers   of   Jesus   who   said   that   he   came    not   to   be   served   but   to   serve 
(Mark   10:45),   it   is   inconceivable   that   we   should   spend   our   lives   in   any   other   way   that 
ministry   or   service.  5

Every   single   person   who   is   redeemed   by   Jesus   is   empowered   and   gifted   by   the   Holy   Spirit 
to   participate   in   the   church   by   serving   in   some   capacity.   It   may   take   time   to   discern   what 
role   or   roles   are   the   best   fit,   it   may   take   training   to   hone   a   gift   into   a   skill,   it   may   take 
time   and   preparation   before   one   can   really   exercise   all   of   one’s   gifts.   But   it   is   for   sure 
that   every   single   person   that   is   redeemed   by   Jesus   is   automatically   called   to   use   their 
gifts   and   resources   for   the   benefit   of   the   local   church   as   a   part   of   the   mission   of   God.  

By   Working   for   Renewal 

Ministry   vs.   Working   in   the   Real   World? 

There   has   been   much   confusion   throughout   the   history   of   the   church   about   the   so-called 
“normal,   everyday”   work   that   most   Christians   (who   are   not   pastors)   do.   Is   it   less 
important   that   pastoral   work?   Is   it   less   spiritual   that   being   a   pastor?   Are   all   serious 
Christians   called   to   leave   their   normal   work   behind   to   ascend   to   something   more 
“godly?”  

Let’s   be   clear. 

1. All   work   that   can   be   shown   to   be   true,   good,   beautiful,   just,   prosperous,   and 
sustainable   is    valuable    and   can   be    glorifying    to   God.  

2. Since   we   live   in   a   fallen,   sinful,   broken,   corrupt   world,   all   of   our   work   falls   short 
and,   until   God’s   new   creation   arrives,   will   never   be   completely      true,   good, 
beautiful,   just,   prosperous,   or   sustainable.   Thus   we   must   be   content   with   the 
proximate ,   trusting   that   God   will   one   day   bring   our   work   to   completion.  

3. Pastors   and   full-time   church   staff   are   not   made   more   spiritual   because   of   their 

5   John   Stott.    The   Living   Church .   74.  



titles   or   positions.   Their   work   is   not   inherently   more   valuable   or   glorifying   to   God 
than   the   honest   work   of   a   plumber   or   the   long   hours   of   a   teacher   or   the   tireless 
care   of   a   mother.  

4. The   reality   is   this   -   that   God   calls   different   people   into   different   forms   of   service 
and   we   ought   all   to   be   grateful   for   our   own   opportunity   to   participate   and   serve   as 
a   part   of   the   whole.  

The   goal   of   all   of   our   work   -   pastoral,   plumbing,   teaching,   parenting   or   otherwise   -   is   to 
participate   in   the   mission   of   God   as   He   works   to   renew   all   things   through   Jesus.   Your 
work,   no   matter   how   mundane,   matters   to   God   and   has   the   potential   to   honor   Him   and 
bear   eternal   fruit.  

Conclusion 

The   Foundations   class   is   designed   to   introduce   the   participate   to   the   foundations   of   the 
Christian   faith.   We   know   that   this   is   an   ambitious   (and   impossible)   task   for   a   four-week 
class,   but   we   hope   that   it   has   been   instructive   and   helpful.   We   also   hope   that,   in   response 
to   what   you   have   heard   and   learned,   you   will   engage   the   next   steps   in   joining   the 
Christian   faith   and   the   community   of   Redeemer   Anglican   Church.  

In   particular,   we   would   be   overjoyed   to   talk   with   you   about   participating   in   any   of   the 
following: 

● Receiving   Christian   Baptism. 
● Participation   in   a   Redeemer   Small   Group. 
● Participation   in   Redeemer   congregational   worship.  
● Participation   in   the   Membership   Class. 

 

 

For   Further   Reading 

 

Worship 

Desiring   the   Kingdom    |   James   K.   Smith 

For   the   Life   of   the   World    |   Alexander   Schmemann  



Recalling   the   Hope   of   Glory    |   Allen   P.   Ross 

Prayer 

Practicing   the   Presence   of   God    |   Brother   Lawrence 

The   Lord   &   His   Prayer    |   N.T.   Wright 

Text   for   Common   Prayer    |   Anglican   Church   in   North   America   [available   as   a   free
                              download   under   “Resources”   at    anglicanchurch.net ]  

Bible   Reading 

Surprised   by   Scripture    |   N.T.   Wright 

How   to   Understand   the   Bible    |   John   Stott 

The   Church 

The   Church    |   Edmund   P.   Clowney 

The   Living   Church    |   John   Stott 

Center   Church    |   Timothy   Keller 

Working   for   Renewal 

Every   Good   Endeavor    |   Timothy   Keller 

Visions   of   Vocation    |   Steve   Garber 

Kingdom   Calling    |   Amy   Sherman 


