
 
 
Sermon Title: Joy, in Our Darkness 
Sermon Series: Christmas | Incarnate Joy 
Date: 12/25/16 
Text: John 1:1-18 
Preacher: The Rev. Dan Marotta 

 
 

Welcome: Good morning and a Merry Christmas to you! What a gift that 
we get to worship our King together today.  
 
Introduction: One thing that I have found deeply comforting and 
encouraging about these words from the Gospel of John is that they are 
both very realistic and  very joyful. I’m thinking especially about verse 5, 
“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.”  
 
Darkness: Kids, have you ever been playing hide and go seek and shut 
yourself in a closet that was so dark you couldn’t see anything? Or woken 
up in the middle of a night afraid because of the dark? Did you know that 
grown ups can be afraid of the dark too? Do you know why? Because 
darkness makes everybody, young and old, feel small and not-in-control. In 
the darkness we realize how much we need help. People pray in the dark. 
Dwelling in darkness feels like being scared, hurt, not-in-control, needing 
help. Some of us have had seasons of life that felt like that, some of us are 
in seasons like that right now.  
 
Misplaced Joy: In our darkness, we search for light - which is to say that 
we are searching for joy - an inner light to sustain us and keep us going. 
The word JOY is printed and flashed all around us in so many varying 
contexts this season. Did you know that you can buy the word JOY in 5 foot 
tall giant gold letters at Lowe’s? It seemed like the perfect metaphor for the 



materialism and misplaced joy of our culture. We search for joy in far better 
but still disappointing places. We search for joy in our work, in our romance 
and in our families. And we often taste joy for fleeting moments, and then 
it’s gone. And when it’s gone, the darkness creeps back in.  
 
I’m comforted by these words because when I read them, I’m reminded that 
God knows all about darkness - and - He never lets it stay dark forever. He 
brings light and He brings joy.  
 
Light of Creation: When God first made the universe, He brought light out 
of darkness and He did it with His joyful Word.  
 

Light in the Wilderness: When the Israelites were wandering in the 
wilderness after being set free from Egypt, God came to them at night as a 
torch - to give them light in their darkness.  
 

Light Eternal: The book of Revelation speaks of God’s new creation where 
there is no darkness and only everlasting joy because Christ will be our 
light.  
 
God has always been the light-bringer, the torch bearer, the 
darkness-defeater and the joy-giver - and so when it came time for Him to 
come to earth as a human, it is in keeping with His character that He would 
come as The Joyful Light.  
 

Jesus Our Joy: In the birth of Jesus, the same voice that spoke and 
created light, became light to illuminate our darkness. This is a mysterious 
and deeply joyful thing. Jesus came to us then and He comes to us now - 
and if we welcome Him, then He becomes our joyful light. He becomes the 
light that pierces our darkness. He becomes the joy that overcomes our 
confusion and doubt.  
 



Joy, in Our Darkness: And so, if we welcome Jesus into our lives, to live 
with us as our King and Savior - as our God, then we will have joy even in 
our darkness. We will have an inner joy that that is so stable, so deep, so 
secure, so rooted within us - that it will persist and endure no matter how 
dark it gets.  
 
My prayer for you this Christmas morning, is that while you are having fun 
with the good and rich and beautiful celebrations today, you will find the 
source of your joy in Jesus alone. He alone, and no other, can be your joy 
in darkness. 
 
 
 

 


