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Welcome: Good evening and a Merry Christmas Eve to you!  
 

Lost: Kids have you ever been lost before? What do most people do when 
they’re lost? They start wandering around looking for the way home. But do 
they usually find it? No, they usually don’t - in fact - by wandering around, 
they usually just get more lost. Kids - what do your parents tell you to do 
when you’re lost? Stay put right? Stay in one place, they will come find you. 
What does it feel like to be found by your Mom or Dad? Doesn’t it feel 
amazing? What a joyful thing to be found when you don’t know the way 
home.  
 

Need for Rest: Everyone, I want to draw your attention to just one small, 
but important aspect of this story. When Joseph and Mary arrived in 
Bethlehem, they were unable to find a place to stay. Perhaps Joseph had 
failed to send a message in advance and reserve a room. Perhaps they 
were surprised at how many other travelers needed lodging as well. Or, 
perhaps they were not welcome, because they were a scandalous couple - 
Mary had gotten pregnant outside of marriage. Gossip travels quickly, 
maybe that’s why they were turned away. So they found themselves 
homeless and Mary is in the beginning stages of labor and if you’ve ever 
given birth or been with a woman about to give birth, then you know the 
very real urgency that the two of them felt. They need a place now .  
 



Spiritual Homelessness: Mary and Joseph’s urgent need for rest in the 
face of their temporary homelessness reveals something about us. You 
and I are made for God, we are made to rest in Him, we need this. It is not 
a mere inconvenience to be separated from God - it is real problem that 
ultimately leads to catastrophe. If you are physically homeless, you will 
tend to wander. You’ll move from neighborhood to neighborhood or city to 
city in search of a sustainable place to rest and live. Spiritually we are no 
different, if we have not yet found our home in God, then we will tend to 
wander. We will move from philosophy to philosophy, community to 
community, always in search of a lifestyle that works for us. Trying all sorts 
of beliefs on for size to see if they fit. We’re hoping that we’ll land at a place 
where we can breath a deep sigh of relief and stop wandering - and finally 
rest - finally be at home. 
 
Joy: We don’t know how long Joseph and Mary wandered that night, but 
eventually desperation drove them to take shelter in a hut for livestock. And 
there - in the dark and the dirt - something extraordinary happened. Joy 
entered their homelessness in the most unlikely of ways. The child that was 
born that night would be the one to bring the bright, glowing, warmth of joy 
to not only two wandering new parents, but to all who wander. To all who 
are spiritually homeless and living far from God.  
 
Main Idea: Jesus brings JOY into our homelessness. This means that we 
can have a deep, content, stable sense of being at home with God even 
when we feel very much not-at-home in our circumstances.  
 
Angels: This is the message the angels proclaimed to the shepherds in the 
fields. “Don’t be afraid, I’m here to tell you about HUGE JOY for 
EVERYBODY! You’ve been wandering and lost and living far from God - 
well, He has come to lead you home!” Someday Jesus will indeed lead us 
home in that He will renew the world to be our good and permanent home. 
But until then, He makes His home within us, He comes to dwell in our 
hearts and minds and souls. To be the very real presence of joy within us.  



 
Illustration: Kids, have you ever seen a pine cone catch fire? You hold a 
match to it, and first nothing happens, and then all at once it sparks and in 
a matter of seconds the whole thing is burning and crackling merrily. This is 
what was happening in the hearts of Joseph and Mary and the Shepherds. 
In a state of wandering, searching, longing to be at rest and at home - 
Jesus’ arrival sparked joy in their hearts. And in a matter of moments the 
joy of being found by God was burning brightly within them.  
 
Conclude: Today is Christmas Eve. The long waiting and anticipating and 
hoping of Advent is drawing to a close. Incarnate Joy - the spark of 
Joy-come-to-us, not as a philosophy but as a person - Jesus - is here. And 
I truly hope that, this evening, as we pray and sing and come to the table 
and then laugh together and wish each other merry Christmas over hot 
cocoa and cookies, that the Joy of Jesus would enter your heart - His joy 
would enter your homelessness - and you would welcome Him to find rest 
and your home in God.  


