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Welcome: Good evening! We are so glad that you’ve joined us.  
 
Review Sermon Series: We are in the midst of a sermon series called 
Jesus Revealed  and we’ve been asking the question, “how did Jesus 
choose to reveal Himself during His life on earth?” People had many 
expectations for who Jesus would be and what He would do - some of 
those were accurate but many were not. Jesus regularly surprised people - 
He caught them off guard. If we are to rid ourselves of our assumptions and 
embrace Jesus on His own terms, then we must take a close look at how 
Jesus revealed Himself.  
 

● We began by looking at the story from Mark 2 of Jesus healing the 
paralyzed man and we saw how Jesus revealed Himself in his radical 
forgiveness.  

● Then we moved to Mark 3 and we saw how Jesus revealed himself in 
His community by gathering and unifying a disparate group of men 
who would become His disciples.  

● Last week my friend David Glade came to preach to us and he 
selected a passage from John 2 and we examined the story of Jesus’ 
first miracle at the wedding at Cana. We saw Jesus reveal Himself in 
His glory. 

● Forgiveness, Community, Glory - all means by which Jesus shows us 
who He really is.  



● Today we’re going to look at how Jesus revealed Himself in His 
stories.  And as we prepare to do that, I’ll ask you to think about where 
we are in the church year right now.  

 
Epiphany: If you haven’t been with us for the past few weeks, then it would 
be good for you to know that we are in the midst of a season of the church 
calendar called Epiphany - it began on January 6th at the end of Christmas 
season and it will last until March 1st which is Ash Wednesday. The church 
year itself tells a story.  

● It begins with Advent - anticipating the arrival of Jesus,  
● then we move to Christmas - celebrating the birth of Jesus,  
● now we’re in Epiphany - examining the identity of Jesus through His 

life and teaching,  
● then we’ll move to Lent - 40 days reflecting on the brokenness of our 

world in preparation for  
● Holy Week - where we re-enact the Jesus’ last days before His death 

on the Cross on Good Friday, his entombment on Holy Saturday and 
His glorious resurrection on Easter Sunday.  

● Then we move into Easter season - where we feast because through 
Jesus we can live a resurrected life.  

● From there we remember Jesus’ ascension into heaven and 
Pentecost Sunday - where God gave His Holy Spirit to empower the 
church and commission all Christians everywhere to join the mission 
of God to redeem and restore all things. 

●  And this is played out during the rest of the year which we call 
Ordinary Time - Summer and Fall  - where we go about the 
day-in-day-out rhythms of work and rest and worship both alone and 
together.  

 
Do you see how the church year re-tells the story of the life of Jesus?  
 
Stories are Essential: Stories are so important to us. Stories are, in fact, 
essential. As much as we might like to think of ourselves as empirical 



creatures who can live on cold, hard facts alone - it’s not true. We need 
stories.  
 
The Marotta kids love stories - Dr. Seuss, Winnie the Pooh, Peter Rabbit, 
Sleeping Beauty, Hansel & Gretel (side note: classic fantasy stories are 
terrifying). My kids especially love two different kinds of stories: 1) They 
love stories about when I was a kid - they want to hear about the time I 
disobeyed my parents and got in trouble, they want to hear about a time 
when I faced something scary and had to be brave. 2) They also love 
make-believe stories in which they are the characters. Stories where they 
must rescue each other, fight the bad guys and save the day. I know the 
days when they want me to tell stories are numbered, and I indulge them 
now. We tell a lot of stories in our home - and through telling stories - we 
are seeking to give our children a sense of where they came from, who 
they are, and how to navigate the future.  
 
A few weeks ago, I was reading a very strange Science Fiction book that a 
friend gave me and in it is this fascinating scene between two different alien 
creatures who are debating about what makes human beings are so 
unique. One alien says to the other, “humans aren’t like us, they are never 
content with isolated facts and bits of information, they are constantly 
assembling and re-assembling information in an eternal attempt to 
construct a coherent story . It’s like they can’t understand anything until it 
becomes a story.”  The other alien responds, “I suppose that’s their greatest 
weakness.”  And the other replies, “Or their greatest strength.”  
 
Odd and quirky as this Sci-Fi author may be, he’s onto something isn’t he? 
We need stories in order to understand things. Every culture has it’s own 
form of storytelling - each one unique and different from all the others - but 
what you’ll never find is a culture with no stories. Stories get at the essence 
of who we are. Stories make up our identity, both culturally and individually.  
 



Decline of Storytelling: As the internet absorbs more and more of the 
landscape of our lives, one of the in-advertant side-effects has been an 
overall decline in story-telling and story-listening. We rarely read stories. 
Even more rarely do we gather to listen to somebody tell a story. Many of 
us have lost interest in learning the stories of our cities and neighborhoods 
and country. The study of history is now reserved for specialists and so 
most of the population does not know the story of how things came to be 
the way they are.  
 
It used to be that, at Christmas, a member of the family would sit down and 
write out the story of what happened in their family that year - and that 
would be copied and mailed to extended family and friends and that was 
the year’s Christmas Card. Now it’s photograph - a single moment frozen in 
time.  
 
This makes us a rather shallow people. Dr. Os Guiness calls us a 
cut-flower society . We have no roots. We don’t know our own stories. But - 
because we are human and we still need stories in order to make sense of 
our lives - we are left to do one of two things: either allow the mainstream 
media to assemble the story for us or we attempt to invent the story 
ourselves. Of course the problem with both of these is that they simply do 
not work. We’re vaguely aware that the media has some sort of agenda for 
us and we’re wary of how truthful their story is and we also feel incapable 
of doing all the work ourselves - reconstructing history in a way that makes 
sense to us.  
 
And this leads us to one of the major challenges of our time - a growing 
belief that there is no story. There is no meta-narrative, no over-arching 
story about the world and life. No grand drama in which you and I have a 
part to play. No direction in which the world is heading and therefore, no 
purpose for your life. No ultimate cause for which to give yourself.  
 



And in abandoning the search for a story that makes sense of our lives we 
are only left with despair - with momentary pleasure as a consolation. This 
lack of story is crippling people in a Catch-22.  
 
Without a story that makes sense of our life, all we are left with is chasing 
momentary happiness. But without a story, true happiness escapes us.  
 
If there were a God, and if He understood us and really cared about us. 
How might He go about revealing Himself to us? Would it not make the 
most sense for Him to do it in stories? The Bible is unique amongst all 
other religious literature in the world because it, alone, claims to be the true 
story of the entire world from beginning to end. The purpose of the Bible is 
not primarily a collection of moral teachings or ways to be the right sort of 
person, but it is rather a story that makes sense of the world and of our 
lives. And if we take the time to listen to the story, then we begin to 
understand our own stories. The seeming randomness of what has 
happened to us and what we’ve done in response is given context. And 
that context is Jesus.  
 
In Jesus, we begin to understand our own stories.  
  
With our remaining time, let’s think about this in three ways: 

1. Let’s recall grand story that God is telling about the world - which 
climaxes in Jesus.  

2. Let’s recognize that Jesus is the master-storyteller because His 
stories are all connected to God’s big story.  

3. Let’s see how Jesus reveals Himself in our own stories.  
 
First, what is the grand story that God is telling about world? Earlier we 
read from Hebrews chapter 3 and we heard that God is the builder of all 
things. Another way to say it is that God is the author of the whole story.  

● Chapter 1: Creation - God created the world and humanity and made 
all of us to be good and beautiful.  



● Chapter 2: Fall - Humans, through our own attempt to be gods 
ourselves, broke the beauty of the world and it has since become a 
place of corruption, sin, pain and heartache.  

● Chapter 3: Redemption - God became a human in Jesus to obey 
where we failed, to take the just punishment we deserve, and to 
conquer death so that, through Him, we might also rise from the 
dead.  

● Chapter 4: New Creation - Through Jesus God intends to restore and 
renew all things to again be perfectly good and beautiful.  

 
The Grand Story. This is the story of the Bible and the story of the whole 
world from beginning to end. This is the story that helps us understand 
what’s going on around us: 

● Chapter 1: Creation - helps us understand why we all have this innate 
sense that things are not as they should be. Because God originally 
made us for a different sort of world.  

● Chapter 2: Fall - helps us understand why things are the way they 
are. It tells us what went wrong.  

● Chapter 3: Redemption - helps us by offering a final solution to the 
pain and suffering of the world.  

● Chapter 4: New Creation - gives us hope that our story will have a 
glorious ending.  

 
Though this is the briefest of summaries - the whole story of the Bible and 
all it’s smaller stories color in the picture and give us what we need: roots 
and a sense of identity, and imagination of the future - where have we 
been, who we are, where we are going.  
 
Do you know why we read Deut. 6? Because it’s a call to God’s people to 
remember and re-tell the true stories of what God has done. If our children 
are going to know where they come from, who they are, and where they’re 
going - they’re going to need to hear the stories.  
 



It’s like being lost in the pine forests of North Carolina, all the trees look the 
same and without a trail you can quickly become disoriented and never 
sure you’re headed in the right direction. But then you stumble about a 
landmark that your recognize and instantly you are oriented. You know 
recognize where you’ve been, where you are and where you need to go.  
 
Summary: God’s grand story orients our own story. Now let’s move to our 
second point, Jesus is the master story-teller because all His stories 
connect to God’s grand story.  
 
Jesus the Master Story-teller: Jesus told a lot of stories and I imagine 
that’s one of the things that made so many people want to be with him. 
Who are your favorite people to be with? I bet they are the ones who tell 
good stories.  
 
Some of Jesus’ most famous stories are called parables - they are stories 
that drive home a point. In our reading from Mark 4 - Jesus tells two little 
stories about seeds. He’s teaching everyone about God’s future kingdom 
and he’s saying that it’s going to start small, like a seed, but it will grow and 
grow and eventually will be something pretty big. Now, what does Jesus 
reveal about Himself in this story?  
 
Jesus Himself is the seed. He is just one, small person. One rabbi in the 
middle-east in the first century. And he is going to go into the ground - he’s 
going to die and be buried. But when He rises up out of the ground like a 
newly budding plant his impact will grow and grow until it is quite large 
indeed. So large - that it will accomplish God’s grand story  - redemption for 
the world and a new creation.  
 
So Jesus is the master storyteller, not because all His stories are so 
extraordinarily clever (though they are) but because they show that He is 
the climax of God’s grand story.  
 



Summary: So God’s grand story orients own own story by showing us 
where we come from, who we are and where we need to go. And Jesus’ 
stories revealed that He was in fact the climax of God’s grand story. Now, 
let’s move to our third and final and most personal point. Jesus reveals 
Himself in your life story and mine.  
 
Your Story: Your life is not your resume. It is not an assembly of facts and 
figures and dates and contacts, it is a story with a beginning, a middle and 
someday, an end. Let me ask you a few questions: 

● If your life had chapters, what the chapter titles be?  
● Who are the most important characters in your story?  
● How does your story begin - what are the roots? How far back do you 

reach when you begin to tell your story?  
● What were your hopes and dreams when you were young?  
● What happened to those hopes and dreams? Did some of them come 

to fruition? What happened to those that did not?  
● Where is the pain in your story? Did someone hurt you? Did you bring 

it on yourself? Did something happen outside of anybody’s control? 
● What do you imagine might happen next? What’s the next chapter 

going to be? 
● How does the story end? Will there be any resolution?  
● Where is Jesus in your story? Do you feel He is absent from your 

story? Did it seem like He entered it part of the way through? Has He 
been there all along?  

● What does your story reveal about Jesus?  
 
Because each of our stories are unique, each of our stories may reveal 
something different about Jesus. Not a different Jesus you see, but Jesus 
from a different angle.  
 
Jesus & Your Story: God’s grand story is still unfolding. We’re in Chapter 
3, Redemption. We’re looking forward to the next Chapter, New Creation - 
and we pray that it comes soon. Within God’s grand story Jesus continues 



to tell smaller stories - with our lives. Through our stories, He continues to 
reveal Himself to us and to the world.  
 
So, if you’ve been trying to understand your own story, you must hear that 
you cannot get there on your own. No amount of professional counseling 
and late-night conversations over wine are going to ultimately make sense 
of the events of your life - because, if God’s grand story is true, then your 
life is not primarily about you, it is primarily about Jesus. You are not the 
main character in your own story and therefore trying to make sense of 
your story while imagining that you are the main character is like trying to 
make sense of the Chicago Bulls success in the 1990’s and never factoring 
in Michael Jordan. If your miss that character, the story will never make 
sense to you.  
 
In the same way, if you have not yet seen how Jesus is revealed in your 
story, then you haven’t truly understood your own story.  
 
Turn to the back of your liturgy - and take note of the Spiritual Discipline for 
this week. I encourage you to spend some intentional time doing something 
most of us hardly ever do, just sit quietly and think - or maybe go for a walk 
if you need to move. Don’t multi-task, just reflect on your story. And if 
you’re having a hard time seeing where Jesus has revealed Himself in your 
story, pray - ask Him to show you - He is already telling a story with your 
life He wants to show you. This is something we can do with others as well. 
Often I don’t see things clearly until somebody else (usually Rachel) points 
them out to me. We can help each by noticing where Jesus has revealed 
Himself in each other’s stories.  
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer.  



 
 
 


