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“Christ is building His kingdom with earth's broken things. Men want 
only the strong, the successful, the victorious, the unbroken, in building 
their kingdoms; but God is the God of the unsuccessful, of those who have 
failed. Heaven is filling with earth's broken lives, and there is no bruised 
reed that Christ cannot take and restore to glorious blessedness and beauty. 
He can take the life crushed by pain or sorrow and make it into a harp 
whose music shall be all praise. He can lift earth's saddest failure up to 

heaven's glory.” 

- JR Miller
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EASTER IS MORE THAN ONE DAY

Americans have a hard time with celebrations that last longer than a day. The 
only time we really manage to sustain a seasons of celebration is during the 
Christmas season, when we go to multiple parties over the course of several 
weeks.  But even then, we usually feel guilty for all that we have eaten afterwards, 
and start the new year with fasts and resolutions to be more disciplined. 
Extended, guilt-free celebration is a foreign concept for most of us!  

The resurrection society of Jesus approaches celebration differently.  It calls us 
to fast before celebrations in preparation, rather than after them in guilt.  Thus 
Advent precedes Christmas, and Lent precedes Easter.  When celebrating for a 
good reason and in a good way, we have no need to feel guilty afterwards.  Since 
the resurrection of Christ conquered death and gives us true hope, we are invited 

to celebrate for 50 DAYS!

Isn’t it funny how difficult this is for us? Can you believe that the Lord invites 
you into a holiday this size? Imagine what the New Creation will be like…. 
Friends, all of our hope hangs on the resurrection, and it is to be celebrated and 
remembered. So we at Redeemer invite you into a wonderful season of true 
celebration. Let the feasting begin! 

 Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Holy celebration may be the spiritual practice
most missing in the lives of American Christians.



HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

OVERVIEW
The devotional is intended for small groups, families, and individuals. Each week is focused 
on a different scene from the resurrection narrative in the Gospel of John. These moments of 
restoration will be the theme of the sermon each Sunday.  In these scenes, we witness the risen 
Lord restoring the hopeless (week 1), the grief-stricken (2), the frightened (3), the skeptic (4), 
the discouraged (5), and the ashamed (6).  Each passage is accompanied by a meditation for the 
entire week which focuses on how the restoration occurred.  Take time to dwell at length on 
the passage and the meditation.  Consider what it would mean for you to be in the place of the 
people in these scenes. 

MEDITATION PRAYER

CELEBRATION



DAILY / WEEKLY PRACTICES

MEDITATION
Meditation is as simple as picking a time during the day to reread the scene 
from the Gospel of John and the basic sentence for meditation, and then 
read the passage for the day and consider the questions.  10 or 15 minutes of 
dwelling on this idea and trying to answer the questions trains us to let God’s 
testimony sit in our minds.  You may find it helpful to journal in response 
to the passages and questions.  When used in families or small groups, 
the questions are intended to be asked out loud, and meditation can be a 
corporate practice.  The hope in either instance is that we examine what God 
has done at length, letting its truth confront us in all of the hidden corners 
of our life.

PRAYER
The discipline that follows this meditation is prayer, because when we see 
how God has already worked, we realize that we can come to him in faith.  
Prayer does not spring from us; rather, it begins with God’s activity, and 
thus is characterized first by attentiveness and listening.  God speaks and 
acts; we respond.  The prayer that follows meditation requires that we ask, 
“How does the resurrection change my prayers?  How do I speak to God 
in light of what he has done?”  Whether used individually, in families, or in 
small groups, the prayer is broken into four types--adoration, confession, 
thanksgiving, and supplication (think ACTS)--and each type of prayer has 
a guiding thought, based on the type of restoration that the week is focused 
on.  We are trying to learn how to pray according to what God has revealed, 
not just according to our felt needs.

CELEBRATION
The third practice included in each week is celebration.  This is strange 
to us, because serious things like meditation and prayer seem to be at odds 
with celebration. However, Biblical celebration flows from meditation and 
prayer.  We need to find means of acting out our joy.  It may seem childish 
or funny, but we ought to do something to celebrate that we have been 
restored.  Real practices help us meditate and pray, and allows us to taste the 
joy to come.  Families with little kids should get ice cream, play a game, or 
sing a song.  Small groups should have special food, sing together, or throw 
parties.  Gifts can (and should!) be given.  Music, time at the park, planting 
flowers, feasting, dancing--God has given us a multitude of ways to celebrate.  
If he has indeed rescued us from death and despair, we should do something 
to celebrate it!  



WEEK 1 | RESTORING THE HOPELESS - John 20:1-10

MEDITATION
IN UNDERSTANDING THAT CHRIST HAD BEEN RAISED, PETER AND 
JOHN RECEIVED HOPE.

Questions for Meditation
How is our hope grounded in what has already taken place?  What effect should this 
have on our current situation or difficulty?

How is our hope grounded in what will take place?  How does this change how we 
view our current situation?

What role does understanding play?  How does understanding God’s past and 
future activity change how we view dark situations?

PRAYER
Adoration | Worship the God who gives hope to the hopeless.
Confession | Confess the ways you let difficulties cause despair and hopelessness.
Thanksgiving | Consider the ways that you have been given hope.
Supplication | Pray for those in need of hope.

CELEBRATION
Creatively choose a way to celebrate the hope that has been offered to us.
Idea: If there is a situation in your life that feels particular hopeless, throw a 
party with some friends who know you well enough to know of your situation in 
anticipation and hope of the day when that dark situation will be resolved.  

GO DEEPER
Daily Supporting Lessons
Monday: I Corinthians 15:12-28
Tuesday: John 16:25-33
Wednesday: Romans 5:1-11
Thursday: I Corinthians 15:42-58
Friday: Revelation 21:1-6
Saturday: Revelation 22:1-7



NOTES & REFLECTIONS



WEEK 2 | RESTORING THE GRIEF-STRICKEN -John 20:11-18

MEDITATION
MARY’S GRIEF WAS TRANSFORMED TO JOY BY THE PRESENCE 
OF THE LORD.

Questions for Meditation
What does it mean that the Lord is present with us?  How does that transform grief 
into joy?  How can we remind ourselves of his presence?

In what ways does he communicate his presence to us?  What ways do we see his 
presence most clearly?  What indications of his presence are we prone to miss?

What is our role in seeking the presence of God?

PRAYER
Adoration |Worship the God who makes himself present to man.
Confession |Confess the ways you have ignored or fled from the presence of God.
Thanksgiving | Call to mind the times and ways God has been present this week.
Supplication |Pray for a greater awareness of God’s presence.

CELEBRATION
Choose a way to celebrate God’s presence in your life and times where his 
presence has comforted you at a time of grief.
Idea: Prepare a special meal and set an extra place at the table - use this as a visual 
reminder that Christ is always present with us.   

GO DEEPER
Daily Supporting Lessons
Monday: Psalm 34
Tuesday: I Samuel 1
Wednesday: II Corinthians 1:3-11; 7:5-7
Thursday: Zephaniah 3:14-17
Friday: Exodus 33:1-16
Saturday: Psalm 27



NOTES & REFLECTIONS



WEEK 3 | RESTORING THE FRIGHTENED - John 20:19-23

MEDITATION
BECAUSE DEATH WAS CONQUERED, THE DISCIPLES’ FEARS WERE 
QUIETED WITH PEACE.

Questions for Meditation 
The Bible is honest about the presence of evil.  And yet, it is clear that our God is 
Lord of all.  Why is it so easy to forget that He is on the throne, and has already 
won the battle?  

Are the other places in life where we must choose to live according to the truth, 
rather than our perception?

While we are living in the time in between the victory already won and the ultimate 
reckoning, how can we learn to live according to what is ultimately true, rather 
than what we perceive?

PRAYER
Adoration | Worship the God who is beyond death, yet chose to die to conquer 
our enemy.
Confession | Confess your fears.
Thanksgiving | Thank God for the peace and victory you have seen in your life 
this season.
Supplication | Pray for those who are afraid, and who have not experienced 
God’s peace yet.

CELEBRATION
Creatively choose a way to celebrate the end of fear. 
Idea: Feast over Fear - Gather with your small group and throw a feast. While you 
are eating, go around and have everyone name a specific and personal fear. Dedicate 
the feast to the day when those fears will totally and completely dissolve.

GO DEEPER
Daily Supporting Lessons
Monday: Psalm 29
Tuesday: Revelation 20:1-15
Wednesday: Luke 10:17-20

Thursday: I Peter 5:6-11
Friday: Psalm 2
Saturday: I Corinthians 15:25-28, 51-57



NOTES & REFLECTIONS



WEEK 4 | RESTORING THE SKEPTIC - John 20:24-29

MEDITATION
THOMAS WAS WEAK IN FAITH, BUT JESUS STILL REVEALED 
HIMSELF TO HIM. 

Questions for Meditation
What is the difference between skepticism, lack of faith, and rejecting faith?  How 
do we guard against rejecting faith?

What role does confession play in doubting God?  How should we deal with the 
difficulty of believing?

If living by faith necessarily means living without sensory or emotional evidence at 
times, should we expect to experience doubt?  Why are Christians scared to voice 
their doubts?  

What would be a healthier way (as a community) of handling doubt?

PRAYER
Adoration | Worship the God who is faithful and true, and is kind to those who 
doubt.
Confession | Confess the times you reject faith, or hide your doubt.
Thanksgiving: | Thank God for the times he has answered your doubts.
Supplication | Pray for those who are currently struggling with doubt. 

CELEBRATION
Choose a way to celebrate the reality that God doesn’t reject those who 
are struggling to believe. Rejoice for those whose faith has been strong 
in spite of difficulty.  
Idea: Spend an evening telling the stories of those whose faith is a testimony to you.

GO DEEPER
Daily Supporting Lessons
Monday: Habakkuk 3
Tuesday: Mark 9:14-29
Wednesday: Psalm 73
Thursday: Psalm 14
Friday: Job 13:1-19
Saturday: II Timothy 2:1-19



NOTES & REFLECTIONS



WEEK 5 | RESTORING THE DISCOURAGED - John 21:1-14

MEDITATION
JESUS KNEW THE DISCIPLES’ DISCOURAGEMENT, AND MET THEM 
WHERE THEY WERE WITH CONCRETE ASSURANCE.

Questions for Meditation
How does God meet us at our place of discouragement?  Why do we miss his 
presence so often?  How does he use others to communicate his care for us?

Do we consider that we might be the encouragement of God for others in their need?  
How should we act in those moments?  How did Christ act to his disciples?

Is it wrong to be discouraged?  What should we do at our time of discouragement?  
How do we avoid Christian platitudes?

PRAYER
Adoration | Worship the God who comforts the discouraged and draws near to the 
weak.
Confession | Confess the places you have given in to despair. 
Thanksgiving | Recall a time God has given you encouragement in the last week.
Supplication | Pray for those in your life who are currently discouraged and 
overwhelmed.

CELEBRATION
Find a way to rejoice in God’s encouragement. State what he has done out 
loud, and sing the doxology or another song in thanks and praise to him.
Idea: If someone in your family or small group is musically inclined, spend a bit of 
time one evening signing together - rejoicing that the Lord does not leave us 
discouraged. 

GO DEEPER
Daily Supporting Lessons
Monday: Psalm 85
Tuesday: Isaiah 57:14-21
Wednesday: II Corinthians 7:5-7
Thursday: Isaiah 43:1-7
Friday: Philippians 2:19-30
Saturday: Isaiah 40



NOTES & REFLECTIONS



WEEK 6 | RESTORING THE ASHAMED - John 21:15-19

MEDITATION
CHRIST RESTORED PETER IN TENDERNESS IN SPITE OF PETER’S 
GREAT FAILURE.

Questions for Meditation
What are the things we are ashamed of?  What do we hide and avoid telling others 
because we are fearful of how we will be seen?  What do we fear that God thinks of us?

How does God actually view us?  What does it mean that he has taken our shame 
away?  What does it mean that Jesus himself bore our shame on the cross?

Why do we keep holding on to our shame if Jesus bore it?  How can we realize that he 
has taken away our shame?

Why does he choose to use people who have failed him?  Do we believe that he might 
use us, in spite of our failure?

PRAYER
Adoration | Worship the Son who bears the shame of those who do not deserve it.
Confession | Confess the places where you think your sin is unforgivable. 
Thanksgiving | Thank him for what you no longer need to carry.
Supplication |  Pray for those living under the burden of shame.  Ask God to free 
them.

CELEBRATION
Find someone with whom you can share your story, so that you can rejoice 
together.
Idea: Pick one person in your small group that you have come to trust and meet 
together over coffee or beer - share stories of freedom from shame and raise your drink 
in a celebratory toast to the King who has freed you! 

GO DEEPER
Daily Supporting Lessons
Monday: Psalm 51
Tuesday: Isaiah 54
Wednesday: Joel 2:12-32
Thursday: Psalm 80
Friday: Luke 19:1-10
Saturday: Luke 7:36-50



NOTES & REFLECTIONS



WEEK 7 | THE ASCENSION - Acts 1:1-11 

MEDITATION
JESUS ASCENDED BODILY INTO THE HEAVENLY REALM AND 
PROMISED TO SEND HIS HOLY SPIRIT. 

Questions for Meditation
If heaven isn’t “up there,” what does it mean the Jesus “ascended?” Why is it signifi-
cant that Christ still has a physical body?  

Christ departed and left us with a promise, which puts us in a place of waiting and 
trust. How well do you do with seasons of waiting? Why is it difficult to trust that 
God will deliver on His promise?

There is not one, but two promises in the ascension: the first is that Christ will send 
His Holy Spirit, the second is that one day He will return. To what extent does 
anticipation of the return of Jesus influence your day to day decision-making? 

PRAYER
Adoration | Worship your King who always delivers on His promises.
Confession| Confess the ways you have been impatient waiting for God to deliver. 
Thanksgiving | Thank him for never, ever failing you. 
Supplication|  Pray for increased patience and trust while you wait for His return. 

CELEBRATION
This is the final week of Easter, send it out with an Ascension Feast!
Idea: Reenact the movements of the Ascension story from Acts 1. Gather around a 
table and share a meal together, read Acts 1:1-5. After dessert, move outside and read 
Acts 1:6-11 (assign one reader to speak the words of Jesus and two readers to speak 
the words of the men in robes who appear to comfort the disciples). End by saying a 
prayer of thanksgiving or singing the Doxology together. 

GO DEEPER
Daily Supporting Lessons
Monday: Psalm 110:1-5
Tuesday: Psalm 95
Wednesday: Psalm 47

Thursday: Luke 24:44-53
Friday: Mark 16:9-20
Saturday: Psalm 93



NOTES & REFLECTIONS




